
 

 

 

 

Date:     October 28th, 2021 

To:         All Loch Lomond Villa Residents and Family 

Fr:          Cindy Donovan, CEO  

Re:         COVID-19 Update and Resident Booster Shots 

 
The Provincial government has shared that beginning October 25th, our residents will be able to 
receive an mRNA COVID-19 booster dose where five months or greater have passed since their 
second COVID-19 vaccine dose. We have not received notice of the actual day our residents will 
receive this booster vaccine, but Loch Lomond Villa is ready to proceed as soon as we have 
been notified. Healthcare workers can also now make an appointment for their booster vaccine. 

 
A vaccine booster dose will mitigate the risk of transmission of the virus to vulnerable persons 
and prevent the loss of a critical workforce for COVID-19 related reasons. The safety of our 
residents and staff remains of utmost importance to us. 
 
Similar to what we are seeing across the country and around the globe, there is currently a 
resurgence     of COVID-19 cases close to home in New Brunswick fueled by the highly transmissible 
Delta Variant. 
 

As per our Deputy Medical Officer of Health for our region, Dr. Cristin Muecke, the Delta variant 
has been shown to be more virulent compared to previous strains resulting in a higher percentage 
of cases, most notably in unvaccinated individuals, but also to a lower extent in vaccinated 
individuals. Individuals who are fully vaccinated and not considered vulnerable to COVID-19 due to 
age or underlying medical conditions, continue to have very high protective immunity from severe 
COVID-19    disease, hospitalization, and death. Although vaccines are highly effective, they are not 
100% perfect, and some fully vaccinated people will experience breakthrough infection. While fully 
vaccinated, people with a Delta variant breakthrough infection can transmit the virus, they appear 
to spread the virus for a shorter period of time. 
 
The intent of a COVID-19 booster dose is to restore protection against symptomatic infection 
that may have waned over time in individuals who responded adequately to an initial primary 
vaccine series. An additional dose beyond the primary vaccine series provides additional 
protection from symptomatic infection and further potential transmission in long-term care 
settings. 
 
Unfortunately, nursing homes continue under strict infection prevention and control directives 
whereby our residents are still having to remain in their respective House Bubbles unless they 
are going outside for some fresh air. Visitors and Essential Care Partners must remain in the 
resident’s room and are unable to remove their mask while visiting.  
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Please be kind to our Loch Lomond Villa Screeners when you are coming to visit as they are 
ensuring the safety of our residents, staff, and yourself. When they request to see vaccination 
records and identification, it is required by government for us to ask. Visiting hours remain at 
entrance into the buildings between 10:00 am and 12:00 noon and 1:00 pm and 6:00 pm, seven 
days a week in both buildings. 
 
We are thrilled to share that 99% of our 343 staff are fully vaccinated and 99% of our residents are 
fully vaccinated as well against COVID-19. We expect resident booster supply to arrive in the next 
couple of weeks which will be administered within Loch Lomond Villa. 
 
On October 18th, thanks to our Pharmacy provider, Lawtons Drugs, our residents received their 
annual flu shots. 
 
Please note:  We have just been advised by Social Development that effective immediately, any 
resident of a nursing home who is admitted to hospital and then re-admitted to the long-term care 
home will be required to be placed on contact/droplet isolation precautions for 10 days upon their 
return to the home (this does not apply to residents transferred to the Emergency Department and 
returned without admission, or individuals who seek routine medical treatment such as dialysis). 
What this means:  when a resident returns to Loch Lomond Villa after having been admitted to the 
hospital, the resident will be required to isolate in their room for 10 days, the resident will be 
required to have a COVID-19 test completed on the day of their return from hospital, on Day 5 and 
Day 10.  Visitation for the resident in isolation due to readmission is limited to Essential Care Partners 
who have been trained on droplet contact precautions until the isolation period has been lifted.  
Should the resident become COVID suspect or positive, Essential Care Partners will not be permitted 
unless for palliative purposes.  These enhanced measures will be continuously evaluated, however, 
will remain in place until November 30th unless earlier notification by Social Development.  
 
Please remain vigilant and follow all Infection Prevention and Control Directives that will remain in 
place even after staff and residents have received the COVID-19 booster vaccine. This will be the 
case until Public Health sees a decline in provincial     case numbers. 
 


